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READING TO 

CHECK OUT!  

Wrestling for My Life: The Legend, the 

Reality, and the Faith of a WWE Super-

star by Shawn Michaels. 

A memoir on Michael's rise to stardom, his 

retirement, faith, and family. 

Eye on the Struggle: Ethel Payne, the 

First Lady of the Black Press by James 

McGrath Morris 

Payne's “unassuming” and style of journal-

ism of the 1950;s & 1960's raised national 

awareness of civil rights and was nationally 

recognized by two presidents and interna-

tional leaders. 

Universal Man: A Life of John Maynard 

Keynes by Richard Davenport-Hines 

On the world's most famous economist, both 

personal and public, as a  youthful prodigy, 

influential government official, Bloomsbury 

socialite, patron of the arts, and international 

statesman.  

Thornton Wilder by Penelope Niven 

A new biography of the private, peripatetic 

American novelist and playwright, of The 

Bridge of San Luis Rey and Our Town.  

Tennessee Williams: Mad Pilgrimage of 

the Flesh by John Lahr 

Compassionately explores Williams' warring 

and guilt-ridden Southern family life, homo-

sexuality and romantic affairs, his artistic 

collaborations with famed director Elia Ka-

zan, actors Bette Davis, Marlon Brando, and 

Tallulah Bankhead (among others), his misre-

ported death and contested estate.  

It’s What I Do by Lynsey Addario 

A young female war photographer’s work to 

document people’s lives in every major war of 

the early 21st century.  

BIOGRAPHY  
LANTANA PUBLIC 

LIBRARY  

A place for serious readers. 

Sophia: Princess, Suffragette, Revolutionary by 

Anita Anand 

Sophia Duleep Singh, born into a Sikh royal family, 

became one of the most famous suffragettes.  

The Secret History of Wonder Woman by Jill 

Lepore 

On America's most popular female superhero,  created 

in 1941 William Moulton Marston, also inventor of 

the lie detector test. 

Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow : My Life by 

Sophia Loren 

A vivid, candid, yet humorous and feeling memoir of 

Italy's most famous movie star. 

Georg  Frideric Handel: A Life with Friends by 

Ellen T. Harris 

Vibrant, eye-opening and intimate work of the early 

18th century London's most famous and yet under-

researched composer and the music of his age.  

Augustus: First Emperor of Rome by Adrian 

Goldworthy 

Recounts the “consummate manipulator, 

propagandist, and showman, both generous and 

ruthless,” and the turbulent and unpredictable politics 

and times of the emerging Roman empire. 

 Silver Screen Fiend by Patton Oswalt 

How a stand-up comedian of the late 1990s became a 

movie sensation, with help from the famous Beverly 

Collective, whose members include famous Cartoon 

Network and Nickelodeon characters.  
Eichmann Before Jerusalem: the Unexamined 

Life of a Mass Murderer by Bettina Stangneth 

The Nazi's less-known, re-invented, disturbingly  

influential life in post-war Buenos Aires.  

The Life of Saul Bellow: To Fame and Fortune 

1915-1964 by Zachary Leader 

On the early life of the Nobel and Pulitzer-prize 

winning American novelist, his early best-sellers, and 

relations with fellow writers Ellison, Berryman, 

Trilling, and Roth. 

 

 



Pleasantville by Attica Locke 

A lawyer's saga to represent a town in the wake of 

a chemical fire and to survive its corrupt, shady 

politics.  
The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins 

A woman witnesses a shocking, life-changing 

crime at a train station, only to become entangled 

with the subsequent investigation.  
Welcome to Braggsville by  

T. Geronimo Johnson 

A coming of age story of a young white man 

caught between his small rural Georgia hometown 

and college life at UC-Berkeley, and where a Civil 

War re-enactment and intervening outsiders has 

uproarious, devastating consequences. 

The Whites: Richard Price writing as Harry 

Brandt 

Middle-aged cop Billy Graves is forced to investi-

gate a homicide connected to his former anti-crime 

unit, the Wild Geese, in the Bronx.  
The Buried Giant by Kazuo Ishiguro 

Axl and Beatrice, an elderly couple, decide to risk 

a journey to war-torn ancient Britain to find their 

son.  

The Dog by Joseph O'Neil 

An original, achingly comical tale of an ex-pat's 

alienation and heartbreak set in Dubai.  
Odysseus Abroad by Amit Chaudhuri 

The lives and forays of two Indian men (a univer-

sity student and his bachelor uncle) set in 1980s 

London – with elements of Homer and Joyce.  
You’ll Enjoy It When You Get There: The 

Stories of Elizabeth Taylor 
One of the best woman writers of the postwar 

Britain, praised by Sarah Waters and Hilary 

Mantel. 

FICTION/MYSTERY      FICTION/NON-FICTION          NON-FICTION 

The Fisherman by Chigoze Obioma 

A Cain and Able story set in 1990s Nigeria, of 

two brothers who go fishing and encounter 

unexpected danger, and one family's destiny 

to overcome tragedy.  
Kim Jon-Il Production by Paul Fischer 

“The astonishing true story of Kim Jon-Il's 

1978 kidnapping of the golden couple of South 

Korean Cinema, the propaganda movies they 

were forced to make, and their daring escape 

eight years later.”  
The Village Effect by Susan Pinker 

How in-person, face to face interaction is es-

sential to our health, learning, well-being, and 

longevity.  

The Job: True Tales from the Life of a 

New York City Cop by Steve Osborne 

The founder of PRI's storytelling program, 

The Moth, tells of his days as a rookie and 

seasoned cop in New York City, before and 

after 9/11.  A must-read for fans of Kojak, 

NYPD Blue, or Law & Order. 

Stand Out: How to Find your Break-

through Idea and Build a Following 

Around It by Dorie Clark 

Learn to ask the right questions, develop and 

build an expert niche, or combine disparate 

fields to gain new perspectives and set yourself 

apart, with real life interviews of Seth Godin, 

David Allen, Daniel Pink. 

The Formula by Luke Dormell 

How algorithms may accurately predict lives 

and our world? A history of numbers, formu-

las, artificial intelligence, and Silicon Valley.  

 

How to Cook Everything by Mark 

Bittman 

Hundreds of classic cooking techniques over-

hauled for naturally fast cooking, by famous 

the NY Times columnist and writer. 

Salmagundi: A Celebration of Salads 

from around the World by Sally Butcher 

150 world-wide recipes, helpfully categorized, 

with colorful folklore and anecdotes.  Enjoy! 

The Peace of Blue: Water Journeys by 

Bill Belleville 

Enjoy a  lyrical journey and adventure to 

the natural watery places in Florida and 

the Caribbean. 
The Urban Cycling Survival Guide by 

Yvonne Bambrick 

Get a head start or reboot on how to safely 

and happily navigate around on your bicycle. 

Thunder on the River: The Civil War in 

Northeast Florida by Daniel L. Shafer 

Tells the impact of the Civil War on Florida's 

St. Johns River region, Jacksonville and its 

residents, as well as on the complex dynamics 

of race and culture. 

The Murder Trial of Judge Peel by Jim 

Bishop 

On the famous disappearance and murder of 

West Palm Beach circuit Court Judge C.E. 

Chillingworth and his wife Marjorie. 

La Florida: Five Hundred Years of His-

panic Presence by Viviana Diaz and 

Rachel A. May (Editors) 

Explores five centuries of Hispanic presence 

in Florida, “a modern transatlantic cross-

road,” including cultural legacies, music, 

literature, history, and sociology. 


